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What is Living Space?
There’s something about natural light that makes us human. It’s a warmth that 
touches us deep inside. Sure, we need the sun to live but it’s more than that. We 
are better in the light. The light is where we get things done. It’s where we do our 
living. It’s how we grow.

And the glass in our homes is the thing that brings the light inside. Glass opens  
up our homes to space, and makes us feel optimistic.

With good glass and windows, we can be closer to the outdoors, to the bigger 
world. We can feel more connected and grounded. But even though we are 
more open to the world, we are not exposed. Viridian’s glass technologies protect 
and shield us from weather, intruders and other things that are best left outside. 

At Viridian, we have a rich and powerful history. We lead the country in glass 
manufacturing, but it is not what drives us. What we want our product to do is a 
lot more simple and straightforward. We want our products to bring more light into 
Australian homes. Because we believe that with the strength and simplicity of that 
simple thought, we can help to create more places for good things to happen. 
And in doing that, we can make homes a better place to live.

Join in the conversation @ #LivingspaceAU 



Good house and window design has many elements but two 
stand out from the rest. Firstly the design needs to fulfil its purpose, 
it needs to efficiently do what it was made for. Next, it needs to 
look great. Glass has always been loved for the way it looks and 
performs. This area explores the relationship between light and 
design and how a house works in harmony with its surroundings.

Design

Sanctuary is about the feeling of safety and security. It’s about 
building an environment that you can trust to protect your most 
treasured things in life, your family. With increases in technology, 
modern glass matches up and exceeds a lot of other building 
materials. Glass lets in a lot more of the good stuff and keeps  
out the bad.

Sanctuary

This is really about the house doing what you want it to do, when 
you want it to do it. We want a soft, constant light rather than a 
harsh, artificial one. We all want our houses to be cool in summer 
and warm in winter. We want them to provide us with visual stability 
and an internal climate we have come accustomed to, one that 
we can rely on.

Comfort

We all want more space in our homes. Space is one of the 
greatest luxuries in housing. It opens up possibilities. It allows us 
a physical freedom but it also frees up our thinking and lets us 
‘borrow space’ from the outside world. This area is about how 
natural light can transform a room from a dark, uninviting place  
to an expansive stretch of space in which to live.

Space

One of the biggest differences between a house and a home is 
the way in which it makes you feel. There is so much science to 
link the amount of natural light available to people’s health. We 
believe light and space are critical for a family to feel free of the 
stresses of the outside world. This area is about the link between 
natural light and wellness.

Well being

What do people 
think about when 
selecting glass?



Which glass is right?
If you are planning a new home or renovation, you have probably spent 
hours poring over floor plans – what layout best suits the site, what meets the 
council requirements, space for the kitchen, the TV, the car…  But how much 
consideration have you given to the space for YOU - what will your new home 
feel like to live in?  In short, have you thought about your living space.

Of all the elements that go into a house, your windows are uniquely powerful and 
important in creating a comfortable, appealing and liveable home.  Yet most 
people building a new home or designing a renovation don’t seem to realise 
that they have a critical choice to make up front - a choice which will shape the 
way they will use and enjoy their home - and that is the glazing. 

People like natural light - it improves their lives - and long after the electrical 
appliances have passed their warranty dates and the bench tops have drifted 
from “so now” to “dated”, it will be access to natural light that continues to define 
the appeal and value of your home. And it may seem obvious that if you care 
about natural light in your home then you need to think about glass - no other 
building material really does natural light - not for the long haul, like glass. But how 
many people actually engage on what glass and windows they will have in their 
homes?  Sadly, not enough. 

By reading this guide, you have already taken the first step to take-back control 
of this important aspect of your home design – choices which will affect your 
enjoyment of your new home, its appeal to others, and the resulting impact on  
its resale or rental value should the time come to move on.



Glass Form

Ordinary Glass SmartGlass
TM

LightBridge
TM

The first thing you need to know when choosing glass is that there is a choice. Glass comes in 
various forms that perform differently, and this difference in performance has a bigger impact on 
your home than you might think.

As human beings we are all innately attracted to natural light – we are just physiologically wired 
that way.  Even a brief flick through a home lifestyle or real estate magazine will reinforce this – the 
images we find most appealing and aspirational are those with abundant natural light. And this is 
true in real-life as well.

The amount of natural light we have access to in our home is a direct function of window area.  
So if we like light so much why don’t we build homes with lots of windows?  Because windows leak 
heat – in and out of your home – far more than the equivalent area of wall.  An energy-leaky home 
is expensive to run, less comfortable to live in, and may fail to meet the minimum threshold laid out 
in the energy efficiency regulations of the National Construction Code. So in designing a home to 
meet the minimum energy efficiency requirements of the Code, you have a choice – reduce the 
number and size of your ordinary windows, or have a greater area of better windows.

To the right we see the dramatic difference in glazed areas possible to achieve the same energy 
efficiency standard, just by the form of glass you choose: ordinary, SmartGlassTM, or LightBridgeTM.

Window size and placement is fundamental to the design of the home, and will probably be less 
effectively achieved and certainly be far more expensive to change after the home is built. So 
windows are a decision to make early in the planning process.
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Sanctuary
Glass is a powerful material in creating a home - it invites light, warmth 
and aspect into your home. But part of feeling comfortable in your 
home - indeed what makes it YOUR home - is the boundary you 
create between your space and the world at large. Glass’s greatest 
power often comes down to what it keeps out - Noise, Intruders, and 
damaging UV light... Bundled under the idea of “Sanctuary”, our 
range allows you to easily upgrade your windows to a level that best 
meet the needs of your project and application.

To simplify the choice, we have brought together a number of 
technologies into two upgrade options, to enhance the base-level 
performance of any of our three glass forms:

S1 – Sanctuary level 1 is laminated Grade A safety glass.  It offers 
enhanced security, near-complete elimination of UV rays, and a 
modest level of noise control.

S2 – Sanctuary level 2 has all the benefits of Sanctuary 1 but with 
greatly enhanced noise control.

Note that different windows around the building demand different 
performance levels.  Sanctuary upgrades allow you to easily  
tune your windows to specific threats for certain rooms or areas  
of your home.



Tone and Privacy
Not just about aesthetics, the tone and transparency 
of your glass impacts the amount of heat entering 
your home, controls glare, and creates spaces open 
to natural light yet not prying eyes. 

The glass tone (depth of pigment in the glass) 
impacts how much light and heat is absorbed by 
the glass: clear glass lets through maximum light 
and radiant heat from the sun, whereas grey glass 
depletes both light and heat by more than half.  This 
is important in designing your windows for climate 
and orientation, and also for controlling glare, which 
can arise where too much light enters a room from 
one direction.

Translucent glass options admit light but diffuse the 
image of what lies on the other side of the glass, 
preventing people from seeing in or out of the 
window.  The result is abundant natural light, yet with 
privacy.

Select from the following tone and privacy options to 
set the look, feel, and visual security of your home.

Transparent Translucent

Clear Maximises the amount of light and 
radiant heat which can enter your 
home – desirable in shaded windows, 
cooler southern climates, and cases 
where the available window area  
is small.

Ideal for bathrooms, bedrooms, and 
windows overlooking neighbours’ 
property or unappealing views, and 
windows fronting directly onto public 
areas and traffic ways.

Neutral A tone midway between clear and 
grey, with superior radiant heat 
reduction.

Grey Ideal for warmer climates, window 
orientations that receive a lot of direct 
sun, and rooms subject to glare.

Privacy applications as above where 
a grey tone is desired for controlling 
radiant heat from the sun, or to 
maintain colour-consistency with other 
glass in the building. 

As for Sanctuary upgrades, throughout your home you may find that different windows 
call for different combinations of tone and privacy.



 

Choosing the right glass in 3 easy steps

Glass Form

Put simply, the type of glass you specify drives how 
much glass you can have in your home. Choosing 
a high-performance glass that controls the way your 
home gains and loses heat, will allow you to have 
wider expanses of glazing, bringing abundant yet 
balanced natural light into your home.

Sanctuary

Glass is a powerful material in creating a home -  
it invites light, warmth and aspect into your home. 
But part of feeling comfortable in your home - 
indeed what makes it YOUR home - is the boundary 
you create between your space and the world at 
large.  Glass’s greatest power often comes down to 
what it keeps out - Noise, Intruders, and damaging 
UV light... Bundled under the idea of “Sanctuary”, 
our range allows you to upgrade your glass to meet 
your needs.

Tone and Privacy

Not just about aesthetics, the tone and 
transparency of your glass impacts the amount 
of heat entering your home, controls glare, and 
creates spaces open to natural light yet not  
prying eyes. 
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Ordinary Glass

Ordinary Glass is the starting point for window glazing, sufficient for 
windows in non-demanding applications not requiring improved levels 
of thermal performance. It is available in various forms and thicknesses 
to meet the basic requirements of the National Construction Code.  

STEP 1

STEP 2

STEP 3

Base Level S1 S2

Base level monolithic 
glass panes available 
in annealed and 
toughened safety glass

Sanctuary 1 has 
the inclusion of 
laminated Grade A 
safety glass. First level 
enhancement for 
security, noise control 
and UV reduction

Sanctuary 2 has 
all the benefits 
of Sanctuary 1 
but with further 
enhanced noise 
control and 
security

Clear 
Grey 
DecorSatin 
DecorSatin Grey

Clear  
Grey  
Translucent 
Translucent Grey

Clear 
Grey



 



 

SmartGlassTM

SmartGlass is the benchmark for good glazing for your home. Over 
the years we have become more educated on the importance of 
insulating our home and the benefits that this can deliver. With steadily 
increasing energy costs, it is even more important to take steps to 
reduce our energy demands. Through our active insulation technology, 
improved insulation is available even in standard windows frames.  

STEP 1

STEP 2

Base Level S1 S2

Base level monolithic 
glass panes available 
in annealed and 
toughened safety glass

Sanctuary 1 has 
the inclusion of 
laminated Grade A 
safety glass. First level 
enhancement for 
security, noise control 
and UV reduction

Sanctuary 2 has 
all the benefits 
of Sanctuary 1 
but with further 
enhanced noise 
control and 
security

STEP 3
Clear  
Neutral  
Grey

Clear  
Neutral  
Grey  
Translucent 
Translucent Grey

Clear  
Neutral 
Grey



 



 

LightBridgeTM

LightBridge double glazing creates a seamless bridge between 
inside and out, allowing us to bring into our daily lives the light, space 
and colours of nature. Because LightBridge offers a market-leading 
combination of insulation, security and noise reduction properties for 
domestic windows, we can now easily achieve the expansive glazing 
we desire to bathe our homes in natural light and reconnect with the 
world around us. 

STEP 1

STEP 2

Base Level S1 S2

Base level monolithic 
glass panes available 
in annealed and 
toughened safety glass

Sanctuary 1 has 
the inclusion of 
laminated Grade A 
safety glass. First level 
enhancement for 
security, noise control 
and UV reduction

Sanctuary 2 has 
all the benefits 
of Sanctuary 1 
but with further 
enhanced noise 
control and 
security

STEP 3

Clear  
Neutral  
DecorSatin 
DecorSatin Grey

Clear  
Grey 
Translucent 
Translucent Grey

Clear 
Grey



Wellbeing

Space
We just love this house down on St Andrews Beach 
on Victoria’s Mornington Peninsula. It’s like there is 
a seamlessness between the inside and out. The 
windows ‘borrow’ the space from outside and give 
us this beautiful, expansive feeling. The complete 
house and its location is very considered. All of the 
spaces in the house are all cleverly designed to reap 
the benefits of the abundant natural light at different 
times of the day. The light is a constant companion 
in the living areas and the windows are crafted to 
frame the landscape creating ‘living art’ on the walls. 
The project uses a combination of double and single 
galzing to make the most of the sea views.

Where’s your spot? We all have that one or two 
places in our homes that we really really love. We 
may be a bit biased, but we feel that natural light has 
a huge role to play in creating these places in our 
home. We recently went through this beautiful house 
and were struck by the study. The well worn chair 
and the stack of books that spoke to the amount of 
hours that had been spent in the light by the window, 
reading. And it’s not just about the feeling and 
emotion we get by surrounding ourselves in natural 
light, there’s so much science on the relationship 
between natural light and human happiness. Maybe 
that’s why we are so drawn to spending time in the 
light? It’s just good for us!

What about you? Where is your favourite place in  
your home?

Case studies

“The light is a constant 
companion in the living areas 
and the windows are crafted to 
frame the landscape creating 
‘living art’ on the walls”

“There’s so much science on the 
relationship between natural light 
and human happiness”

“So whether it’s a favourite chair 
that you like to read in, the nice 
even temperature through the 
house or even the way the light 
comes into your bedroom in the 
morning, all of these add up to 
the level of comfort or ‘liveability’ 
of a house.”



Sanctuary

Comfort
Design
You can tell when you walk into a really well designed 
home. It just feels ‘considered’. Like someone has 
sweated the small stuff. For us, both big and small 
design features are so important to the overall feeling 
of comfort. Well designed homes are those where 
people have thought long and hard about how the 
owners live in the house - what do they like doing in 
their house and importantly when? For example, it’s 
no good having a home office that is well appointed 
with all the best furnishings, but which is oppressively 
cold and dark to sit in during working hours. Through 
design and products, we have the ability to draw the 
right kind of light into the right part of our house at the 
right time. This is a big factor in zoning and sectioning 
that we see a lot more of in modern homes.

Good design, that which exploits the powers of 
quality materials, gives us the ability to draw more of 
the right kind of light into the right part of our house for 
extended periods. This makes a world of difference, 
not only to where we live, but to how we live.

For ages, glass was looked upon as being a 
compromise in security and efficiency. But through 
advances in technology we have seen glass match 
and sometimes outperform other building materials 
in keeping a house safe. We now have this mastery 
of our environment to such an extent that we can 
look out on the world’s dangers and annoyances 
without worrying about them in our homes.

And it’s not just about security, there is still nothing 
else like glass- The ability to see out and be visually 
connected to the outside world while still providing 
the safety we’ve come to expect puts glass in a 
category all its own. It’s quite literally the best of both 
worlds. It’s this connection to both our home and 
family but also the environment that leads to this 
feeling of contentment.

A home is usually a pretty good reflection of who 
we are or who we want to be. It is a collection of our 
most treasured possessions but more than that, it is 
a place where we can relax. A place where we can 
throw off the worries and concerns of the outside 
world and just be ourselves. Nowadays, it seems like 
we have less and less time to just relax, but for us, 
being comfortable in your own home is so important. 
While internal design features play a big role in 
making a home comfortable, making sure your 
windows help to control the light and temperature  
is really important.

So whether it’s a favourite chair that you like to read 
in, the nice even temperature through the house or 
even the way the light comes into your bedroom 
in the morning, all of these add up to the level of 
comfort or ‘liveability’ of a house.



 

 

Viridian

Part of CSR – one of Australia’s longest standing companies - 
Viridian is Australia’s largest provider of glass and the only Australian 
manufacturer of float glass and hard coat performance products. 
With a range covering most types of residential and commercial 
glass variants including innovative energy-efficient and special-
use materials, Viridian is the leading glass supplier in Australia.

Building on our more than 130 year heritage in glass supply in 
Australia, Viridian continues to set the benchmark for quality and 
innovation in the market and provide its customers with support 
for the local industry, products in which they can take confidence, 
from a brand they can trust.

For the home-owner, the Viridian mark signals the right choice for 
our lifestyle and environment, and a commitment to the Australian 
industry and community as a whole – making each project the 
best it can be, with glass.

 

Continue the conversation

www.thelivingspace.com.au

#LivingspaceAU


